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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

NIBLO'8 GARDEN, Broadway..How to Pat rn» rejtt.
collbbb baw.1

w inter garden. Broadway..the Bells or the
sfcakov

WALLACE'S theatre, No. sm Broadway..i.osdoh
Amukaaob.

laura keenk'8 theatrr, Broadway..the MaCabtut;ob, tub Pscr or Day.

new BOwkey theatre, Bowery..o'Nsal tub
<>rkat., 0-lkan borhb.Oill.

bowert theatre. Bowery..Snosmtr'r National
Cikocs Afternoon an Etonian.

barnun'S american museum. Broadway.-ConNutt.litino Hippopotamus. Wiiix Art at »n i,
Sadak aku, Kiu.va:!)', afternoon and evening.

BRYANTS' MINSTRELS, Radianles* Hall, 473 Broad
n;.-Down is Old K-t-bt.

HOOLKY'S MIN8TRELS. S-uyrntant Institute. No. 659Broadway..Emoru* So*as. Dancb*. Ao.
MELODEON CONCERT HALL. 639 Broadway -Soaos.DiSl'U, llURLLSUUKa. Ac..(JO.ITRAaAK.J t'OSVKNTIO*.

CANTERBURY MUSIC HALL, 586 Broadway..SosoaDamces, Burlesque*, Ac..Tsauuuratio* Ball,
OAIETIE8 CONCERT ROOM, 616 Broadway-dbawnroRoom Bj-tertaismbms, Ballets. Pantomimes, Farces, Ao.

AMERICAN MUSIC HALL. 444 Broadway..U.vrultYouth.Folic* Ohncb.1'aul and Julia.

CRYSTAL PALACE CONCERT HALL. No. 45Bowery.Bvblbmuks,Sohcs, Da*o«s, Ac..Two Clowns.

PARISIAN CABINET OF WONDERS. 569 Broadway.Opendatly from 10 A. M. till 9 P. M.

NOVELTY MUSIC HALL, 616 Broadway..BcblbsqcbsBones, Dances, Ac.

Hew York, gatnrday, March 15, 1869.

THE SITUATION.
General McCIellan reviewed a division of the

army in the vicinity of Manassas yesterday after,
noen, and as he rode along the lines he was greeted
by the most vociferous cheers and the wildest enthusiasm.The spirit of the army is represented
as exceedingly line. The men are full of anxiety
to be led into immediate action.
A fugitive from Rappahannock, probably the

Tillage on the Orange and Alexandria Railroad,
thirty-seven miles from Gordonsville, came into the
camp of the Ira Harris cavalry yesterday. He
states that there were 40,000 rebel troops in town
when he left, and that they continued to poor in
wildly and hurriedly, under the impression that the
Union army was in pursuit of them. General Johnstonand other rebel officers were dining at the
tavern when he left. He states that the
road from Rappahannock to Manassas is strewed
with muskets, knapsacks, haversacks, blankets
and provisions, flung away in the retreat, and that
numbers of soldiers lay fainting and exhausted by
the roadside.

Affairs in the West go on bravely. The Presidentreceived a brief but significant despatch la9t
night from Brigadier General Strong, that "New
Madrid is ours." Hence the advance of General
Bragg, with his command of 10,000 rebels from
Pensacola, which was supposed to be intended to
reinforce New Madrid, comes too late.
Despatches from Cairo last night state that the

rebels abandoned New Madrid on Thursday evening,leaving a quantity of guns and stores behind
them. Some fighting took place between the rebel
gunboats, under Captain Hollins, and our siege
batteries, in which we lost twenty killed and
wounded. The loss of the enemy is not known, as

t&ey carried off all their dead and wounded with
them. It was reported that Island No. 10 had also
been evaeuated by the rebels.
The United States frigate St. Lawrence, from

Fortress Monroe, with a portion of the officers and
crews of United States sloop-of-war Cumberland
and United States frigate Congress, arriveJ off the
Nary Tard at Philadelphia, yesterday afternoon,
where she is to repair damage sustained in the
late battle from the rebel iron clad-steamer Merrimac.
We learn from Winchester thst s portion of oar

pickets, thrown oat on the Strasburg road on

Thursday, cams into collision with,a party of
Ashby's rebel cavalry, while our men were movinginto the town with some teams laden with hay.
The cavalry made no charge upon them, but some

shots were exchanged on both sides. Colonel
Ashby's cavalry are supposed to be protecting the
rear of General Jackson's army on their retreat to

Straaburg. The rebel General waa said to be in
person at Middletown on Thursday morning, a

point Ave miles north of Straaburg.
The Senate appears to be awake to the necessityof providing iron-clad war steamers for the

navy. a diu wm introduced by senator Hale,
from the Committee on Naval Affairs, yesterday,
providing for the construction, under the directionof the Secretary of the Navy, of an iron-clad
steam vessel of not less than Ave or six thousand
tons burthen, and of great speed and strength, to
be used only as a ram, for which purpose tl .000,000
are to be appropriated; also, $13,000,000 for the
construction of iron-clad gunboats, $783,000 for
tho completion of Stevens' battery, and $300,000
for extending the facilities of the Washington Navy
Yard, so as to roll and forge plates for the armored
ships.

This is a proper measure, and we hope it will
meet the prompt u«quiesoence of both Honses.
, The rebel batteries at Aquia creek are not yet
silenced. As the it.imcr Achilles, from New
York, was on her way np the river yesterday, six
shots were fired at ncr from the batteries on the
creek, but they did her no damage.
The arrival of the Africa at this port yesterday,

from Quoenstown, enables us to publish the leadingpoints of the British "Bias Book," just submittedto Parliament on the subject of the American
blockade. This c rrcspondence shows that

the KngMsh Consul, Mr. Bunch, at Charleston, rethatth« measure was fneffhetivr. but, with i

J
this exception, the great weight of evidence fur-

nished by the communications of other British
civil officers, with that of several of her naval
officers serving off the rebel cost, is in favor of the

excellent manner in which it was enforced.
Mr. Mason's latest letter to Earl Russell, which
is given elsewhere, proves to what lengths
the rebel agents went in order to impugnthe b'ockade in the ayes of the English
Cabinet; but Earl Russell's despatch to Lord

Lyons, also published, has settled the matter

fully and fairly in favor of the action of the Union
Executive. Lord Lyons' report to Earl Russell on

the subject of the cessation of the system of
"stone blockades" is also very satisfactory.

In the House of Lords Earl Russell, in reply to
Lord Carnarvon, stated that the replies of the
British Cabinet to foreign ministers in Loudon, on

the subject of the blockade, were always given
in the spirit of his letter to Lord Lyons. The high
tory party of Great Britain, under the lead of the
Earl of Derby, was greatly enraged at Lord
Palmcrston's policy on this question.
In the House of Commons, Lord Palmerston, rei\1vinrr (a Vf* Wul/1 aai«l at ilin nvoeonf ma.
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ment the United States did not maintain as many
guns on the coast of Africa as they were requited
to do by'treaty; but this was occasioned by the

exigencies of the war in which they were engaged.
He expressed his conviction that the federal governmentwas anxious to co-operate effectively
with England in the suppression of the slave trade,
and as a proof of its feeling in the matter he
alluded to the case of_ Captain Gordon, then
under sentence of death in New York for engaging
in the traffic.
The rebel Commissioners in Paris are repre.

sented as working with all their might to obtain
from the French government a formal or even indirectrecognition of the confederation. They
were greatly dispirited at the reception which M.
Thouvenel gave Mr. Slidell. The home agitation
existing in Paris had caused the Emperor to be
leas communicative with England, and it is said
that the idea of intervention in America is postponed

completely for the time being in consequence.
It was the lieutenant, not the captain, of the

Sumter who was arrested at Tangicrs.
The Liverpool Mercury contains a curious statement

concerning the afTairs of Mexico. The writer

says that, according to a letter from Madrid, Gen.
Prim has written despatches to O'Donnell, com-

plaining of his false position in that country. He

says that he undertook the command on the expressunderstanding that the command in chief
of the allied expedition should devolve upon
him. He asks to be recalled. Admiral Rubalcaba,the commandant of the Spanish naval
forces, bad withdrawn and thrown up his
command in disgust; aBd General Gasset also insistedupon being replaced. These two officers
are allied to General Serrano, the Governor of
Cuba; hence, as is alleged, their animosity against
General Prim. Marshal Serrano's indignation
knows no bounds. He writes to say that unless
his successor be at once appointed he Bhall return
and leave Cuba to shift for itself. The governmentin Madrid acceeded to his demand by the appointmentof General Dulce to the post of Governorof Cuba, thus giving Prim another ground of
complaint, for that lucrative post had been held
out to him.

CONGBI88.
In the Senate yesterday, the resolution reported

by the Committee on Naval Affairs, giving power
to the Secretary of the Navy to settle the accounts
of contractors who have failed to fulfil their engagements,was passed. A resolution was proposed,but objected to, to give the President additionalpower in the control of military affairs,
and a bill to provide for the construction of additionaliron-clad gunboats, and for the completion

*i.A«... J
OI tuc OVCTtUS UUMCI J, was lUUUUUWOU UUU rcferred.A bill favoring the confiscation of the
property of rebels was also introduced and referred.The bill for the settlement of certain Louisianaland claims was passed. Several private bills
were paused. Bills were introduced and referred
giving the President control of the gunboat appropriations,and for the regulation of the army
corps, and then the resolution in favor
of expelling Senator Powell was taken up,
when Mr. Powell addressed the Senate at
length in his own defence, replying to the
remarks msde by his colleague, Senator Davis, on
the preceding day. A long debate ensued, and the
resolution was defeated, by eleven yeas to twentypightnaya, when the Senate adjourned.

In the House of Representatives, the Senate
resolution of tbsnks to Commodore Foote and his
command waa passed by a unanimous vote. The
resolution of thanks to Lieut. Worden, of the
Monitor, was referred to the Naval Committee.
The Pacific Railroad bill was reported to the
House, and made the special order for Tuesday
next. The bill authorising additional clerks io the
office of the Boston Sub-Treasurer was passed.
The Tax bill was taken np, and an amendment permittingStates to assume their separate quotas waa
rejected; but no final action was reached, and the
House adjourned.
Both booses adjourned over to Monday.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.
The Africa, from Liverpool on the lat and

Qneenstown on the 2d of March, reached this port
veaterdav mornintr. Her news is twn <ta»a lata.

than thai received by the City of Washington.
In the Liverpool market cotton closed, on the

let instant, quiet, with the quotations unchanged
flrotn a trifling advance on some descriptions of
American. Surate, which were going freely into
consumption, were also dearer. Messrs. Richardson,Hpence k Co. report that the American staple
has " decidedly fallen into the second ranks,"
both for consumption and export demand. Breadstuffswere dull and provisions steady on the 1st
Inst. Pork and bacon were rather easier for
buyers on that day. Consols closed in London, on
the 1st inst., at 93% a 93%. American securities
were firm.
Our newspaper flies and letters by the Africa

prove that Paris.consequently France.was
deeply excited by a very serious political agitationwhich appears to have three distinct sources
of supply.viz., f. c effect of the legislative debates
in the Senate, the rant of employment existing
among the artisan and laboring classes, and the
financial condition of the Empcroi's government.
Prince Napoleon's spee.h in advocacy of the principlesof tbo rcvolnUon produced a great effect on
the masse?. The Prince had just received quite
an ovation when crossing from the Place
du Palais Royal to the Tuileries, where
the ministers were engaged In conference
with the Emperor; and a number of studentsintended to watch for him the same
evening,on his way from the Benate, to demonstrate
by their rivals their hearty approval of his con-
duet. The Wowee* were most enthn-Uaatic In their
admiration of Prince Zfanolson for tha verv duqp-
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cratic tone that he assumed. Thoy said:."Oe gail'
lard Plon-plon c'tst un brave garcon. All that he
says goes right to the heart. He speaks like an

igel." The Prince delivered another address in
the Senate in opposition to the temporal power ot
the Pope, Ac., notwithstanding we find
him the hero of the students, heretofore
supposed to be controlled by the clergy also. The
want of employment existing in the mannfactnring
districts, as well as in Paris, taken in connection
with the report that the municipality of the capitalshould suspend most of the public works for
want ot funds, produced aame very significant
gatherings of the traders, as well as movements
towards those portions of the city rendered famousas the staud points of former revolutionary
outbreaks. The Legislature rejected the propositionof the Emperor for a pension and hereditmy
dotation to General Montauban, who commanded
the French army in China, and this action excited
much displeasure in the mind of his Majesty.
King Victor Emanuel had recovered from a

slight indisposition. The struggle for the overthrowof the Ricasoli Cabinet was about to be renewed.The French and Piedmontese parties have
resolved to take up what they call the King's
quarrel with the Baron. Great agitation continuedto prevail at Naples and throughout SouthernItaly, but the English Cabinet had denied that
the King of Italy had issued a most cruel code
of governmental rule.just attributed to him.for
the inhabitants of the Neapolitan territory. The
representatives in Paris of Otho, King of Greece,
declare that the military insurrection, or revolutionarymovement, which broke out lately in
Nauplia, had been entirely suppressed. Other
accounts, however, state that tho insurrection was
spreading.
The State Senate at Albanyyesterday passed

the bill limiting the terms of State prisoners, and
allowitur them to earn commutations of their sen"

tence; alao, that to prevent county supervisors
holding any other county office. Notice was given
of a bill for the appointment of a Receiver General.
Favorable reports were made on the bills for the
relief of savings banks, and to consolidate the
several acts relative to the district courts of this
city. The resolution of compliment to General
Scott was debated and referred to a select committee.The Charch Property act was debated in
Committee of the Whole House, and had progress
reported on it. In the Assembly favorable reportswere made on the bills to prevent the sale
of swill and adulterated milk; to confer the
inspection of steam boilers on the Metropolitan
police; to amend the Tax Collection laws; relative
to onr city tax assessments; to prevent bribery
at elections; for a railroad in Tenth and other
streets; to regulate pawnbroking, and to aid the
Albany and Susquehanna Railroad. An adverse
report was made on the bill requiring railroad
companies to furnish a seat to every passenger(
and it was recommitted. A new Metropolitan
Health bill, designed as a substitute for all previous
propositions of the same nature, was reported. A
minoritj report against the bill to allow aliens to
hold real estate was made. The bill for the better
regulation of the New York Fire Department was

reported complete, and ordered to a third reading.
The bill for the reorganization of the State mili
tie was debated, and referred to a select commit,
tee. A motion to consider the prohibitory amendmentto the constitution was defeated. Considerableother business of minor interest was transacted,when the Assembly adjourned.
The rebels have been particularly unfortunate

with their generals. Since the commencement oi
the war they have lost the services of the following
number:.
Killed 4 Suspended2
Captured S Died1
Resigned 4 Committed suicide..... 1

Total 17
The Union army has lost but two.one killed in

battle and one died.
The following named cities and towns have been

taken from the enemy since the commencement
of the present year:.

Elizabeth City, N. C Buttons villa, Vs.
Edenton, N. C. Romney, Va.
Winton, N. C. Florence, Ala.
Bowling Green, Ky. Cedar Keys, Fla~
Paint villa, Ky. Springfield, Ifo.
Nashville, Tenn. Eastport, Miss.
Clarloiv ill#, Tenn. Columbus, Ky.
Dover,Tonn. Leesburg.Va.
Fayette villa, Ark. Springfield, Mo.
BentonvUle, Ark. Brunswick, Ga.
Martineburg, Va. Fernandina, Fla.
beetown, Va. Manaasaa, Va.
bovettavtUe, Va. Ontreville, Va.
Sm.thfleld, Va. St. Marys, Ga.
Bolivar, Va. Berryville, Va.
Charleetown, Va. Centreville, Va.
Harper's Ferry, Va. Occoquan, Va.
Big Bethel, Va. Windsor, Va.
Paris. Tenn. New Madrid. Mo.
The following rebel forts and fortifications hare

also been captured since the 1st of January:.
Fort.Johnson, Va. Columbus Fortiilcatious,Ky.
Fort Beauregard, Vs. B'wliug Green do. Ky.
k'jrt Ktous, Va. Mill Spring do. Ky
Pig's Point Battery, Va. Roanoke Island Batteries.
Slii: ping Point Battery, Va. KlizabethCity do. V. C,
Crkpil Point Battery, Va. FortiflcationsatSt. Simon's
Fort Clinch, Fla. Ga.
Fort Henry, Tenn. Fortifications at Manassas.
Fort Doneuon. Tenn. Batteries at Aquia Creek,Va.
Fort Puinski, at the mouth of Savannah river,

which will soon, if it has not already, revert to its
original owners, was seised by the rebel anthoritiesof Georgia on the 2d of January, 1861, and ha?
been occupied from that time to the present by
persons in rebellion ngainst the government and
lairs of the Union. The-fort mounts one hundred
and fifty gun*, ami is capable of garrisoning eight
hnndred men. It cost the government in its construction$923,859, with an additional amount ol
$138,032 for arranraent, making a total cost ol
$1,061,891. There are bat three more extensive
fortifications south of New York, and those are
Fortress Monroe, at Old Point Comfort; Fort Calhoun,at'Norfolk, and Fort Morgan, in Mobile Bay.
A "skirmish" between a Union and aecesli picket

took place near Alexandria laat week. The Union
man, whose name ia Melvin Hutchinson, belonging
to the Second Maine regiment, while on duty as a

picket, and baing in advance of hia comrades, wai
met by a secesher, who put his gun to his head
and ordered him to surrender. Hutchinson seized
the bayonet of secessher's gun, which was immediatelydischarged, blowing off two of Hutchinson's
fingers. The rebel then turned to reload, but beforebe could do so he was shot in the back and
fell instantly dead. Hutchinson is in the^Mansion
House Hospital, in Alexandria, doing well.
Paul J. Wheeler, the Union candidate for Cover,

nor of New Hampshire, has been elected to the
Legislature.
There was a reaction in the cotton market yesterday,

and prices recovered full h Uf a cent per In. No let^ol
Importance aro known to be on their way to this port
from any quarter. The tranaecttona footed up about 600
balea.agood part te epinnera, oloelug arm on the baaii
of 27He. a 29c. for middling upland*. The Liverpool
Broker*'circular of the 2Htb of February (three days
D'lort m» Bailing in »u<; mnn; gi»«re in* aiwK or

American cotton in that msrkat at 170,140 balea, ag.iiust
ooo,.">40 at the Mm« lima last year, and tha atock of India
at 2*44,440, against 110,640 last year. 20,700 Brazil, against
7,060 laat year, 24,470 Egyptian, agonal 33,7CJ) lost yeer
total. 462,400 bales, agaiust 864,400bal«s of all kinds laat
yaar Tha nnly incraaaa In tha foreign growth ,outside nt
tha United States, haa baan from Biaill and India, wh,l«
^Egyptian haa fallen off, and that from ho West Indian was

nearly tbo same. Much of the American Siaclc in Liverpoolla aaid to be of Inferior i(uallty, and that considers,
bin lota,oountad as stock, are owned In Manchester, and
left on storage In Liverpool. Flour was in moderate <1«mand,ohlefly from tha homo trade, wlfllo pries w n

nnrhanged. Whesl wss irregular, thodgh with rather
mora doing. Tha «ales worn mainly confined to pirreli
from this and tha adjoining States. Com waa unchanged
while aalaa ware fair. Pork exhibited more spirit. Tht
sales embraced new mess at $1S 50 a $13 7 j, and new

prima at $10 76 n $10 87X- 1"$are were steady, witfc
ealen of 900 hhda. and 1,100 boxes at full prieea. turret
wee gulet and flrtn, whlla, In the absence of sales ef

moment, quotations ware nominal. FretgttU ware uo

nhpogaa. and eogagMBflM MMnMk

LTUltDAY, MAKUH 15, 18(
Our Abolition DUunlonl-t* aad Tkalr
Maiked BatUrlei Agalait the Ailmta*
titration.
The evacuation of Manassas bJ the rebels

has been seized upon by our Northern disunionistsof the abolition school for a regular
hue and cry against General McClellan. The
Tribune, the leading organ of this disorganizingabolition faction, leads off, and the
Binning Tost, the World, and othors of the
smaller fry, join in the chorua. Among them
he is denounced substantially as a miserable
military impostor, a base and unscrupulous
spoilsman, and it is broadly insinuated that
he is very little better than a deliborate
traitor. They say that, with his splendid and
enormously expensive Army of the Potomac,
he might have bagged the rebel army at
Manassas in September last, in October, in
November, in December, in January, and in
February, and even in March; but that,
through all these weary months, with his impatientsoldiers exposed in their summer tents
to all the inclemencies of this dreadful winter,
while ho was enjoying his comfortable quartersin Washington, he deliberately waited and
waited till it served the convenience of the
enemy to evacuate their undisturbed winter
quarters and their unmolested blockading batterieson the Lower Potomac.

Against this budget or atrocious accusations,
tho facts and the developcments of this war.
since the appointment of McClellan as Generalin-Chiefof the army, will afford a sufficient answor.He was called to Washington at the
instance of General Scott.and who can doubt
his military sagacity? Since the retirement of
General Scott, the place which he filled in the
confidence of the President has been fully
accorded to, and is still retained by, General
McClellan. East, West and South, he has been
the principal military adviser of the President
in the organization, distribution and movementsof our land and naval forces. We believe,
too, that it will soon be made apparent to every
sceptic that while the detention of the main
rebel army at Manassas all this time has materiallycontributed to our late great victories in
the South and West, the escape of the rebels from
Manassas without a battle will not retard, but
facilitate, the final overthrow of the rebellion.
We contend that the rebel Johnston at Centrevillewas too near our Potomao army to be

kept in ignorance of its movements, and too far
off to be taken by a forced march at any time.
His detention and his retreat, we doubt not,
have been timed by McClellan, and for a definitepurpose, which will shortly be revealed.
The President fully comprehends and approves
it, or McClellan would not be retained in his
command of the Army of the Potomac.
But General McClellan's management of the

Array of the Potomac, good or bad, is not the
cause of this abolition outcry against him. His
unpardonable sin, which obscures all his virtues,in the eyes of our abolition disunionists,
has been, and is. his inflexible support of the
conservative war policy of the administration.
Had he issued at any time an emancipation pro,olamation like that of Fremont, or had he
shown in any way a disposition to join in an

abolition crusade against Southern slavery as

the proper object of the war, his militaryrecord, just as it stands, would
have been applauded to the echo by
our abolition fanatics. He has refused,
however, to court the approbation of these fanatics;he has treated them, in fact, with something
like contempt; and the worst of it is, that in all

; this business he has had the confidence and approbationof President Lincoln.
From the late speech of the immaculate Hickman,of Pennsylvania, in Congress, on the President'sconstitutional emancipation policy, we

can seo that all these abolition assaults upon
McClellan, Hal leek, Buell, Sherman, Dix and
other army officers guilty of conservative views
on the slavery question, are really levelled at
the administration. Hickman, bolder than his
associates, has been carrying the war into the
White House. He commenced it with his inquisitorialcommittee concerning the President's
family, and he has followed it up with a maliginant attack upon the President himself, as a
man lonlrtntv flia mnrol onnrnrre\ f/v Kn liAnnat
U1MU tUVUillg »UV# uuvi w» vvutM^w WV MV

and explicit in defining his views upon slavery.
But the New York Tribune and its confederateabolition organs cannot afford the
luxury of a direct war upon the administration.
They fight behind their masked batteries; but
their purposo is the same.the surrender of
President Lincoln to their demands.
And what are their demands? A war for the

extirpation ofslavery and the final dissolution
of the Union. Our abolition disorganizes do
not desire the restoration intact of our rebelliousslave States to the Union, for those States
will, if thus restored, destroy the ascendancy
in Congress which this abolition faction now, to

! some extent, commands. "Emancipation or
' separation" is, therefore, the war cry of this

disunion anti-slavery faction. They would lay
waste the South by fire and sword, reduce our
revolted States to Territories, or set them off to
themselves in a separate confederacy, in order
to retain a hold upon the power, the spoils
and plunder of our federal government. Presi|dent Lincoln has shown a remarkable degree

i of forbearance towards these desperate and un!scrupulous abolition conspirators. He would
be fully justified by the country in making a

wholesome example of some of them, for the;
are now the only enemies which his administrationand the armies of the Union hare to
fear.

_________

Jobbing in Government Contruts Stop
fed..On Thursday Wall street was thrown into
a state of high exoitement by an order from tb«
War Department putting a stop to all governmentcontracts for the army. It was supposed
that Jeff. Davis and the other Confederate chieftainshad laid down their arms and that* tb«
war was at an end. But it turns out that this ii
by no means true, and that the rebels still
me m to fight. The reason for the order it
therefore very different. It appears from the
last war bulletin that the suspension of the contractsis preliminary to an investigation into
jobs as flagitious as any perpetrated under
the «u«picos of the Navy Department, in1eluding the Morgan affair. Instead of allowingtwo and a half per cent jobs, or any
other kind, to go forward under fhe sanctionof his department, and then defending
them before Congress, the Secretary of War
blocks tne game at once, and issues a commissionof two lionest men. Messrs. Owen and
Holt, to investigate the alleged fraudulent
transactions, with a view to the condign pun
ishment of the parties. That Is the way to dc
business. There is plenty of rascality to be

| dragged to light, and some extraordinary devel
opmentae may therefore expected. A law
.gfct to be passed by Coogrels to m *

>2.
capital felony any fraud upon the government
in time of war. It partakes of the nature of v

treason, inasmuch as it gives aid and comfort to h
the enemy. u

#
The Proposed Tax I'poa Newspapers* ^The proprietors of the abolition journals of

^this city, anxious to escape paying the expenses ^of a war which they have brought upon us, are
^organizing a strong lobby to effect the reduc"
^tion of the proposed tax upon newspapers. By ^combining with disaffected persons of other professions,who also think themselves too greatly

taxed, these journalists have succeeded in arranginga very formidable opposition. The pa- ^
pers mean to keep very quiet about this matter, in
order to avoid the public obloquy and contempt ^which will result from the initiation of such a

movement; and we therefore warn members of
Congress to be on their guard against these taxreductionlobbyists, who are striving to accomplishsecretly what the papers they represent
dare not advocate openly. It is very natural
that the abolition journals should desire to
escape the Nemesis of taxation; but, upon
the general principle of impartiality and the
special fact that they have caused the war,
the country insists that those papers shall be
taxed.
We find it currently reported that Secretary

Chase is preparing a tax bill in lieu of that
offerod by Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania. We
have no doubt that Secretary Chase's bill will
be very good; and, for our own part, we see

nothing decidedly objectionable in that now
before the country. The really vital point is
the immediate passage of a tax bill in some
form or other, and the question of the acceptal*!lifvrnf fKa Kill nffavNil ssn Kafla* Ka uaHIa/1

by discussions in Congress and by the press
than by perpetually framing new schedules of
taxation to be objected to by interested parties
as soon as completed, and then followed by
other new bills equally objectionable. Let
some tax bill or other be put upon its passage,
and it will soon be corrected and amended,
whether it be originally drawn up by Mr.
Stevens or Mr. Chase. It is perfectly nonsensicalto suppose that all parties will be satisfied
by any bill; for the best legislator never can

arrange a tax of which every man pays nothing
and every man's neighbor or rival pays all.
But if a tax bill is impartial it will satisfy the
country at large, and that is the only thing required.Listening to every grumbler never

yet enabled a man to go right. If Secretary
Chase or any other framer of tax bills designs
to satisfy everybody, he will find himself in the
same condition as the man who took so much
contradictory advice about riding to market
that, towards the end of the journey, be made a

donkey of himself, and carried the very beast
he should have been comfortably straddling.
We believe that a heavy tax upon newspapersis a necessity of the war, and one of the

best, most feasible and least objectionable
means of raising a revenue. But, besides this,
there is no other tax possible which will so
srrcatlv and so oermanentlv benefit the countrv.
The advocates of a reduction of the tax say
it is shameful that the press of the United States
should have to submit to taxation, just as the
press of aristocratic England is to be relieved
from this burthen. Fine words these, but they .

butter no parsnips for us. England is not now
engaged in a costly war; and, what is much more
to the point, England is not about to abrogate
newspaper taxes. If she did, the swarm of
Jacobin journals which such a measure would
breed would involve England in a revolution
in less than twenty years. What has caused

. this civil war but the pernicious utterances and
revolutionary agitations of the demoralized
abolition press? Are there no peculiar social
or political institutions in England which areas

i easily vulnerable and as susceptible of revolu1tionary agitation as our Blavery question, or

that other question of agrarianism, or the equal
distribution of property, which the abolitionists
threaten to agitate as soon as that of slavery is
settled? With such an example as this
country before them, does any one suppose
the English statesmen are about to put
their heads into the same trap which now

galls and wounds us? By no means. Hitherto
we have allowed every agitator to rush into
print and propagate his ideas at the smallest
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fruits of our folly in a civil war, which appropriatclycrowns, and must forever end, the long
' line of destcstable isms advocated by a demoralizedpress. England in too wise to

allow her chartists the same dangerous privilegeswe have given to our abolitionists, and
her reward is a loyal peace. We must be wise
enough to learn from our own mistakes, and
whilo we can never consent to mako our press a

government toy, like that of France, we must
consent to purify journalism by taxation. With
heavy taxes to pay, it would require a large
capital to start and maintain a newspaper, and
capital is always conservative and loyal. Thus,
without a government censorship, and without
in any way interfering with the liberty of the
press, we should at once quietly, legally and
effectually suppress all revolutionary organsThe'governmentwould be better supported,
The morals of the people would be improved.
Politicians would become respectable. A
thousand burthensome expenditures for such
jobs "as Corporation advertising would be
retrenched. Newspapers would then become
the means of educating the public wisely, and
the press would adopt and sustain a higher and
more honorable tone.
Not only the present necessities, but also the

future interests of the country, therefore, de-
mand a heavy tax upon newspapers; and if Con1gressmen will but shut their ears to the threat-
ening blusters of a few black mailing, abolition
editor*, who are lobbying against the bill, and
will soon give us a good, large tax, the country
will thank and reward them, long after such
foredoomed journalists and their papers are

forgotten.
Revival op Business in toe Snuxa..From

the increase in our circulation and advertising,
and from the movements in trade circles and
upon tlie street, it is evident that the business
of the country will be largely revived when the
spring fairly opens. Indeed, the general prosperityof the nation is amazing, when wc con ,

aider how groat and costly a civil.war Is now in
progress. Except those branches of trade
which were exclusively Southern, no depart
ment of business seems paralyzed by the war.

Our foreign importations have fallen off only
t about forty per cent, aud this is more than compensatedfor by the increase in our exports and

internal manufactures. This war, now being
vigorously prosecuted, is an evil which supplies
iU own antidotes; and, looking either at the

present or the future, we may congratulate
oorsolvessjDonoiir flourishing condition.

Tan Bbuuwino ok a Nkw Era. in I^talWaa*
abb..The memorable conflict between the
lonitor and Merrimac marks the dawn of
ew era in naval warfare. It has opened our
yes to the superior advantages of iron-ctad
easels over the old fashioned woodon walls,
nd floating steam batteries over stone forts.
>ur ideas of naval forces have undergone in n
ay a change that centuries of mere theoretical
alculations would have failed in producing.
Eut we have discovered no new principle. We
re simply going back to the mode of warfare
dopted by the Romans and CarthagenianS(
nly our motive power is different from theirs
'hey used battering rams, and had their Merrb
lacs, but not driven by steam. We have ail
be appliances of superior science, and can
lake our engines of destruction more terrible
ban anything which the ingenuity of man has
tefore devised. Of what use are our old shipsif-warand present seaboard fortifications
gainst the monsters that rained their iron hail
n Hampton Roads? Of what use would all the
mmailed fleets of the world be against half
lozen of such invulnerable batteries defending,
or instance, New Tork harbor?
But it is not to this continent aloqe that th9

iffect of the engagement referred to will be
sonfined. The naval Powers of Europe will
n future direct their attention to the construoionof only iron-clad Bhips and floating bateries,and the old style of building men-of-war
ind harbor defences will be exploded for ever:
Vs we have been the first to discover so we
ihall be the first to profit by this new feature in
laval warfare. We shall proceed rapidly with
;he construction of mailed steam batteries, and
n a short time be in a position to defy the
levies of the world; for, supposing England or
France to build any number of vessels of that
sharacter, they would find it impossible te
tend them across the Atlantio; so that thejr
irould, at the best, only have their warriors
ind La Gloires to operate against impenetrable
irmor, and the chances would be much in
'avor of their hulls proving anything but impenetrableto our wrought iron shot ,

Tire Broadway Railroad.A Newspaper
lnd Lobby Job..The Tribune, Times, and other
journals in this city, now going rapidly to ruin,
lave fastened themselves on a gigantic job noiv

being engineered in the Albany Legislature, ia
jrder to keep them from sinking. We refer to
the Broadway Railroad, which is worse than tha
gridiron job which caused so much indignation
last year. It is estimated as being worth flva
millions. Mr. Stewart offered one million foe
the privilege of laying a railroad in the street,
yet it is proposed to give it to a company foe
$75,000 per annum.a sum which, insignificant
as it is, would never be paid. This monstrous
job it is expected to carry through the Legislatureby the influence of the lobby, and to
surrender to Tom, Dick and Harry men, soma
of whom do not even reside in the city and ara
unknown to the citizens, a valuable privilegs
without anv adeauate consideration. WhW
should those men make fortune* at the publio
expense? And why should sinking journals bo
kept afloat by the complicity of the Legislature
in such swindling operations ? Above all, why
should the people be thus forced to sustain
journals which they will not read, but, on the
contrary, detest and abhor ? If it be proper to
make a railroad in Broadway, let the privilegt
be sold, after advertisement, to the highest bid*
der, like ferry leases, for the public bonefit and
to reduce our enormous taxes, instead of giving
a monopoly of it to a few Individuals who have
no claim whatever to such lavish favors. Lot
us be just before we are generous.

The Tribune and the War Department..Wo
invite the sorious attention of the War Depart*
ment to the letters attacking General McClellanand the Army of the Potomac which ap*
peared in Thursday's Tribune. We submit that
they art 9f W9b a character as to imperatively
demand the immediate suppression of that inm?
mous sheet, and the summary arrest and impriannmontnf ita aiHtoro If mnh orHnlai bKaviI

our generals and our army are allowed to be
published with impunity, Secretary Stanton
may as well give up any idea of being a censor
of the press. There is more aid and comfort
for the rebels, and more Injury to the Union
cause in ono of those letters, than in all th«
utterances of the "peace organs" and all tha
information given by premature publications of
military plans and movements. No government
which respects itself can permit such attacks
when it claims to at all control the press. Mr.
Secretary Stanton is energetic enough upon
occasions when a little judgment would hava
done as well as energy. Let us see what course
he will take in regard to the Tribune, which la
condemned by the judgment of every loyal
citizen.
Tns Oorrwiuui Iiwracciios Mativkkm..Sums altera.

(Ions have been mi te in the programme of tbeae perform*
an<-e«. Seats mar, under tbe new regulations, be securedfree of charge, for one or all throe matineea. The
admission will be one dollar to all part* of tbe bouae.
the matinees will be given at Irving Hall, as it require*
a room of largo dimensions to enable tbe pianofortes t®
Krt nlasml in th« rantra Tha flrai nf (haoa antnrtiftn.

ments takes place on Tuesday, March 18. On the prevl9113evening (Monday, March IT,) Mr. OoUscbnlk will
give a grand evening concert at the Academy of Mnaie.

Eixuast CocinnT Scat fob 8am .By an advertisement
elsewhere inserted, it will be seen that the splendid
country residence ef C. K. Collins, Ksq., is n :bred for
sale. It oonslsts of three hundred acres of fine arable
land, a substantial mansion in a lawn of lofty shad*
trees, with gardens and conservatories complete. This is
a rare chanee for the acquisition of a magnificent property

, the value of which may easily be redoubled. A great
advantage to parties engaged in business in this city is,
that the place la only eighteen miles distant by railroad.
Persons desirous of avoiding the logs and detentions of
icebound rivers will also And It advantageous to examine
'his property.

Somas Faasraias at Kioto's Salook,.One of Juignef* I

sbarmlng French soirees is announced Tor Tuesday eveningnest, the 18th instant, at bible's Saloon, in which
Madame Laurette and Messrs. Juignet, Kdgard and j
rhoirny will participate. The programme includes thn
:omedy of < Le pour el le Contre a chaneonnette sud
he vaiidovllle of " Cn Service a Blanohard." The
Ickets are placed at one dollar.

Tun FosTninn Monaon T«Ln**Arn Lisi .Tho providenItlcompletion on Sunday laat of the telegraph line to
.... 4n* fn Iho eat I an/I nwlwann

Ortrees Monro* "*»'" / --- .. .

Unaryexerlloneof Um superintendent, Mr. Heine, who,
ogoihor with hi* assistant*, work*d night and day la

>rder to b'lng It into working order at the earliest poslibie
moment.

The eiTort* of Mr. H*l*a wero very efficiently second*!

>y Ca.'taln Schellanger, of the staamer Tlioma* JefTericn,
end Daniel T. ICvans, one or the branch pilots of

Baltimore.

Tiib Jirrn rnoimtaDi Oi»c*rt of tho Seventh rogimen*
S'atlonal Guard Band will take plaoo this evening at the

Armory.

Mew Hampshire Klectlon.
(Ymooan, N. H., March 14,4162

Returns are received from all hut etghtcwi totthe in
the State. The following is the vote.Berry, 8!,.'iT4,
Stark,IT,410, Wheeujr, !>M. Berry's m^otity is not
far from XjQt».

J


